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Introduction
The pandemic brought the US economy to 
a sudden stop in March of 2020 as many 
activities were reduced to a near-stand-
still affecting all industries and impact-
ing intellectual property and patents. We 
published a number of articles about the 
impact of COVID (e.g., Patexia Insight 79) 
last year. 

These sudden fluctuations in the economy, 
either caused by the pandemic itself or the 
government interventions to help revive the 
economy as quickly as possible, have cer-

tainly increased the need for data-driven de-
cision-making for businesses to reduce risk. 

Understanding the IP spending by corpora-
tions and the growth or decline of that can 
help law firms plan better and be prepared for 
what is ahead. Similarly, with a better under-
standing of a law firm’s performance, financial 
health, workload, and growth or decline of that, 
corporations can decide who to partner with 
for their patent prosecution. This is what we 
are aiming to do and the new data provided in 
this year’s report is to provide more visibility. 

What’s New in the 2021 Edition?

This year, in our third annual Patent Prosecu-
tion Intelligence Report, for the first time, we 
are providing the following new datasets:

•  The estimated 5-year patent revenue gen-
erated by patent firms.

•  The estimated 5-year spending on US pat-
ent prosecution by corporations including 
the law firm fees, the USPTO fees and the 
US patent portfolio maintenance.

•  The top three clients for each of the law 
firms and the volume of work handled for 
each.

•  The top three law firms handling patent 
prosecution for each of the corporations 
and the volume of work handled by each 
firm.

The report stops short of providing attor-
ney-level statistics. This is because the 
file-wrapper for each of the patent applica-
tions is not yet available for bulk processing 
but our engineering team is working with the 
USPTO and we hope that in the near future, 
that data becomes available so our analysis 
goes one step further and covers the attor-
ney-level activity and performance as well. 

Similar to previous years and our other IP 
Insight Reports, we conducted a survey to 
gather information about the cost of filing, 
the different steps of patent prosecution, the 
resources required, and the best practices 
to follow. We have achieved participation of 
more than 60 law firms in which we truly ap-
preciate and give thanks to their involvement 
with our annual survey.

The cost data provided by the IP community 
has formed the basis for our IP revenue and 
spending estimations. Our data science team 
has used the data to build the model for our 
cost estimation. Additionally, the summary 
of the survey with our analysis has been pro-
vided in Section 3 of this report.

The survey results summarized in Section 
3 can also be used by companies looking 
to work with a new law firm or interested in 
gaining insights into the cost structure and 
patent prosecution process overall.

In addition to this report, we have also up-
dated our Patent Analyzer, the online patent 
tool that enables corporations and law firms 
to perform analysis on our up-to-date patent 
data with several new features. The tool is 
very powerful for business development, 

https://www.patexia.com/feed/patexia-insight-79-impact-of-coronavirus-on-ip-and-patents-20200406
https://www.patexia.com/insights
https://www.patexia.com/insights
https://www.patexia.com/insight/prosecution-analyzer
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competitive analysis, and prosecution as-
sistance (e.g., examiner data and behavioral 
modeling). 

This year, we have expanded our IP Insight 
Reports to cover seven unique areas. In ad-

dition to the Patent Prosecution Intelligence 
Report, we now cover other IP areas includ-
ing District Court Patent Litigation, ANDA 
Litigation, Inter-Partes Review (IPR), Federal 
Circuit, International Trade Commission 
(ITC), and Trademark Prosecution.

Pedram Sameni 
Founder and CEO

Data clean up and entity name resolution is 
still the most challenging task for prepara-
tion of these reports. We now use artificial 
intelligence and machine learning for extract-
ing names of attorneys, law firms, or corpora-
tions for most of these reports and this has 
helped us to reduce the errors significantly. 

The content for this year’s report is con-
densed into two files: this PDF document 
which covers the statistics, survey results, 

and the rankings for the top 100 law firms 
and companies in six categories, and an ac-
companying Excel file which includes more 
statistics for technology centers, art units 
and the top 1000 most active law firms and 
companies. 

We hope this report helps our clients with 
competitive intelligence, business develop-
ment, and general knowledge about the state 
of the US patent prosecution.
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Report Contents
We have organized this report under the 
following seven sections: 

1. Methodology: We explain our method to 
measure the correct signals related to 
performance, activity, success, efficiency, 
and quality for all stakeholders in patent 
prosecution.

2. Patent Statistics: We look at the patent 
prosecution data at a high level, providing 
statistics related to the USPTO, Technol-
ogy Centers, Art Units, Examiners, Law 
Firms, and Corporations.

3. Best Practices for Patent Prosecution: 
We look at the cost of filing for different 
types of patent applications and filing 
procedures.

4. Technology Centers, and Art Units: We 
analyze all active Technology Centers, and 
Art Units, measuring the key signals for 
their activity, efficiency, and allowance.

5. Companies: We identify the most active 
Companies in biotech, high-tech, and 
overall to measure their success, quality, 
and performance.

6. Law Firms: We analyze the perfor-
mance and activity of law firms, com-
paring and providing rankings for the 
top firms representing biotech, high-
tech, and overall.

7. Growing or Declining: For the first time, 
we are introducing this section that 
covers the firms and companies with the 
largest growth or decline in patent prose-
cution.

Similar to our other IP Insights reports, to 
have a meaningful comparison and also to 
compensate for the 18-month delay for an 
application to be published, we compiled the 
data for this study through a period of five 
years  (e.g., January 1, 2016, through Decem-
ber 31, 2020).

Disclaimer: The data for this report was obtained from public sources, including USPTO, PTAB, and PACER, as 
well as self-reported by law firms and companies on the Patexia website. Patexia has gone to great lengths to 
provide valid and accurate analysis based on this data. However, Patexia does not guarantee 100 percent accura-
cy, nor take any responsibility for possible losses caused by the use of information provided in this report.
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Appendix A:  
Technology Centers 
and Art Units Stats
We have provided the following metrics for 
all 11 Technology Centers and 628 Art Units. 

Please check the accompanying Excel file for 
more details.

1. Technology Center / Art Unit

2. Number of Examiners

3. Number of Applications

4. Number of Issued Patents

5. Number of Claims Applied for

6. Number of Claims Allowed

7. Number of Independent Claims Allowed

8. Allowance Rate (Application Level)

9. Average Number of Office Actions

10. Average Number of Extensions

11. Average Number of Interviews

12. Pendency (Days)
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Appendix B:  
Top 1,000 Best 
Performing Companies
Please check the accompanying Excel file 
to view the list of the Top 1,000 Companies. 

We have provided the following metrics:

1. Company Name

2. All Patents

3. BioTech Patents

4. HighTech Patents

5. Activity Rank (Overall)

6. Overall Rank

7. Activity Rank (Biotech)

8. Overall Rank (Biotech)

9. Activity Rank (High-Tech)

10. Overall Rank (High-Tech)

11. Final Score (%)

12. Final Score (Biotech)

13. Final Score (High-Tech)

14. Success Score (%)

15. Quality Score (%)

16. Allowance Rate (Application Level)

17. Allowance Rate (Claim Level)

18. Average Ratio of Word Count for Inde-
pendent Claims (Application to Patent)

19. Average Word Count for Independent 
Claims

20. Pendency (Days)

21. Average Number of Office Actions

22. Average Number of Interviews

23. Average Number of Extensions

24. Clients

25. USPTO Fees (5 Years)

26. Law Firm Fees (5 Years)

27. Maintenance Fees (5 Years)

28. 2020 Activity Rank (Overall)

29. 2020 Overall Rank 

30. 2020 Activity BioTech Rank

31. 2020 Overall BioTech Rank

32. 2020 Activity HighTech Rank 

33. 2020 Overall HighTech Rank
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Appendix C:  
Top 1,000 Best 
Performing Law Firms
Please check the accompanying Excel file 
to view the list of the Top 1,000 Law Firms. 

We have provided the following metrics:

1. Law Firm Name

2. All Patents

3. BioTech Patents

4. HighTech Patents

5. Activity Rank (Overall)

6. Overall Rank

7. Activity Rank (Biotech)

8. Overall Rank (Biotech)

9. Activity Rank (High-Tech)

10. Overall Rank (High-Tech)

11. Final Score (%)

12. Final Score (Biotech)

13. Final Score (High-Tech)

14. Success Score (%)

15. Efficiency Score (%)

16. Allowance Rate (Application Level)

17. Allowance Rate (Claim Level)

18. Average Ratio of Word Count for Inde-
pendent Claims (Application to Patent)

19. Average Word Count for Independent 
Claims

20. Pendency (Days)

21. Average Number of Office Actions

22. Average Number of Interviews

23. Average Number of Extensions

24. Clients

25. USPTO Fees (5 Years)

26. Law Firm Fees (5 Years)

27. Maintenance Fees (5 Years)

28. 2020 Activity Rank (Overall)

29. 2020 Overall Rank 

30. 2020 Activity BioTech Rank

31. 2020 Overall BioTech Rank

32. 2020 Activity HighTech Rank 

33. 2020 Overall HighTech Rank 
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Best Performing and 
Most Active Badges
As per our tradition, every year Patex-
ia designs two types of badges for Best 
Performing and Most Active law firms as 
they ranked in different categories (overall, 

high-tech or biotech). Any of our Concierge 
members or firms purchasing the report will 
receive the proper badges based on their 
rankings
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Contact Us
Founded in 2010 to bring efficiency and 
transparency to intellectual property by le-
veraging the power of data, technology, and 
experts, Patexia is the largest network for IP 
professionals with over 70,000 IP attorney 

profiles. We offer IP services under four dis-
tinct arms: Patexia Connect (recruiting), Pa-
texia Contest (crowdsourcing), Patexia Re-
search (IP databases), and Patexia Insights 
(IP reports). Contact us today to learn more.

Disclaimer: The data for this report was obtained from public sources, including USPTO, PTAB, and PACER, as 
well as self-reported by attorneys on Patexia’s website. Patexia has gone to great lengths to provide valid and 
accurate analysis based on this data. However, Patexia does not guarantee 100 percent accuracy, nor take any 
responsibility for possible losses caused by the use of information provided in this report.

The fine print

This report is being furnished pursuant to, and is subject to, the Terms of Service of Patexia, Inc. (“Patexia”) found 
at https://www.patexia.com/terms_of_service.html, as the same may be modified from time to time (the “Terms 
of Service”) and the terms set forth below.

The report and the information, text, statistics, data, material, and graphics (the “Content”) in the accompanying 
package (Excel Files) are protected by copyright. You may not remove the copyright notice from the report. You 
are free to share the report within the organization that purchased this report. You may not otherwise modify, 
copy, reproduce, publish, post, transmit, share or distribute the report or any aspect of the Content without the 
prior written permission of Patexia; provided, however, that if your organization is ranked in the report, you may 
accurately publish and share with third parties the fact of the numerical ranking of your organization in the report. 
All sales of reports are final. You may not return a report for a refund once have paid for the report.

info@patexia.com(310) 909-7611

https://www.patexia.com/terms_of_service.html
mailto:info@patexia.com?subject=
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Thank you for your purchase of the 2019 
Patent Prosecution Insights Report. It is 
your support that enables us to spend the 
time, money, and precious thousands of 
hours needed to compile an annual report 

of this magnitude.  We at Patexia sincerely 
hope this report brings value to your orga-
nization, and we welcome any thoughts or 
feedback you may have.

Our Products

Insights

We have a vision of changing the way in which our clients view IP, using un-
biased data-driven rankings, independent market intelligence, and in-depth 
analysis to reimagine the industry as we know it. Join the growing list of law 
firms and corporate clients who trust our research and reporting (IP Insights).

Contests

We’re able to provide complex IP due diligence, where Patent Port-
folio Analysis is just the beginning. Enjoy robust crowdsourced pri-
or art and evidence of use searches using our content platform.

For questions or inquiries related to any of our offerings please contact us at  
info@patexia.com or 424-239-9714 or visit us at www.patexia.com

Connect Recruiting and Expert Services

Leverage the power of our network of 100,000 IP Professionals to find your 
next lateral or consulting opportunity. Can’t find the right expert? Give us a call.

Research

U.S. Patents. Applications. Lawsuits. The list goes on; with one over-
arching mission of turning conventionally frustrating tasks into seam-
less, flawless processes with powerful visualizations (IP Research).

https://www.patexia.com/insights
https://www.patexia.com/contestslist
https://www.patexia.com/contestslist
mailto:adam@patexia.com?subject=
http://www.patexia.com
https://www.patexia.com/connects/legal
https://www.patexia.com/connects/technical
https://www.patexia.com/ip-research/lawsuits
Pedram Sameni
@erla@patexia.com can you make the content and naming to match with the new content we have used on the site for our 4 products.

Pedram Sameni
@sara.salomon@patexia.com change to 2021

Pedram Sameni
@sara.salomon@patexia.com can you use the components we used for our 4 products on the site?

Erla Munsayac
Hi @sara.salomon@patexia.com I have made changes on this section based on Pedram's suggestions. Please review them on the Google Docs file. Thank you.
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